There's no gamble g i :

in bass fishing
Nevada’'s Lake
Mead, where

everything comes
up a winner

by M.D. Johnson
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as Vegas. Every daydreamer comes to this adult
playground with high hopes — to win big, to
seek fame, or maybe even to see Elvis.

One of the many who have journeyed to this oasis
in the Nevada desert is Minnesota native Mike Swartz.
But when Swartz relocated to Las Vegas six years ago,
he was searching for bass — and he hit the jackpot at
nearby Lake Mead.

When it comes to finding trophy largemouth bass,
Swartz, 55, has a long track record. After a stint as a
tournament bass fisherman, the former cabinetmaker
has earned the title of full-time fishing guide since
moving to Nevada from Colorado in 1995.

‘I'd been fishing Lake Mead for many years before
I moved out here. When I did move here. . . [ learned
to make a living doing it," he said.

What entices Swartz's clients away from the bright
lights and glamour of nearby Las Vegas? Quality

angling opportunities, on more than 247 square miles
of surface acreage ripe with prime largemouth and
striped bass habitat.

Lake Mead has over 550 miles of shoreline, and can
store within its five separate and distinctive catch
basins the equivalent of almost two years' worth of
water flow frnm the Colorado River. The lake was cre-
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ated by the construction of Hoover Dam on the
Colorado in 1936, and gets its name from Dr. Elwood
Mead, the United States Reclamation Commissioner
who served from 1924 to 1936.

At 726 feet in height and containing more than 4.4
million yards of concrete, Hoover Dam is the second-
highest dam in the nation today. Appropriately
enough, Mead, with its 28.5 million acre-feet of total
storage capacity, ranks as the country's largest reser-
voir.

This abundance of bass fishing habitat presents
both opportunities and problems for the bass angler.
Although there are plenty of places to fish, you must
also decide where to begin.

One of the best places to start is to find a seasoned
fishing guide. A huge body of water with thousands of
bays, coves, creek channels, and other good structure,
Mead is capable of frustrating even the most experi-
enced angler. Also, fishing the big lake can be uncom-
fortable, if not downright dangerous, if you don't
know what you're doing.

Lake Mead supports a fine assortment of fresh-
water gamefish including crappies, big bluegill, chan-
nel catfish, and, below Hoover Dam in the swift
waters of the Colorado River, an excellent population
of rainbow trout. But it's the big lake's trove of large-
mouth and striped bass that attracts the lion's share of
the angling attention.

"I would rank Lake Mead as a good largemouth
bass fishery,” said Swartz. "A lot of professional fishing
tournaments are held here. And BASS [Bass Anglers
Sportsman Society] has come out West again over the
past couple of years and is holding tournaments on
Lake Mead. As far as size goes, the tournament weigh-
in for five fish probably varies between 10 and 18
pounds.

"The stripers have been in the lake for a little less
than 30 years. There are a tremendous number of
stripers in Mead — probably more than we can use.
They have a tendency to eat all the forage, which for
them is threadfin shad. We had a very good year in
2000 for the shad. As for weights, the stripers proba-
bly average from 3 to 4 pounds, and growing."
Swartz's clients catch a minimum of 3 or 4 these hard-
fighting battlers a trip, and up to as many as 30 or 40.

As is the case on many waters across much of the
country, opportunities on Lake Mead for both large-






